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Paradigms,
Ontology.
Epistemology and

Methodology in
healthcare
education research

Brown & Duenas (2020)

What do we
value?

Axiology

. Reflect on 'what

ought to be' in
an area of
research and

. what drives you

Key

Multiple
paradigms,
denoted by the
icons listed

at the side

@ rositivist
. Post-positivist
. Constructivist

. Critical Theory

What's out

there to know?

Ontology

There is a single
objective reality,
observable through
science

There is a single
objective reality,
only ever known

imperfectly

There are multiple
subjective realities,
each of which is
socially constructed
by and between
individuals

There are multiple
subjective realities,
influenced by power

relations in society

What and how
can we know
about it?

Epistemology

Neutral knowledge
can be obtained
through reliable and
valid measurement
tools

Obtaining
knowledge is
subject to human
error- therefore,
only probable truths
can be established

Knowledge is
subjective and
formed at the
individual level

Knomiedﬂe's

subjective and co-

“constructed

between indivuals

- and groups |

How can we go

about acquiring that What precise
?
knowledge procedures can
we use to acquire it? Which data can
we collect?
® ® o ® @
Methodology Methods Sources
L] ® ® L] © &
Pre-post test,
Tests hypotheses P
exam performance
and controls for A
co:;o::c:er:t:.g. scores on skills
Zurv e : exams, rating
¥ . Measurements, scales
. observations,
structured
] questionnaires and Pre-post test,
Experiments, teniews e e
o rating scales
observational :
: textual data from
studies
survey responses
. Usually qualitative
;nOMid'g‘: creatxiuon Raracoliceton
erougaslz ;:’(;:iezn through use of open
5 2 ended questions,
grounded theory, recording of
phenomenology -
observan.ons / Audio data from
impressions interviews, textual
data from transcribed
audio; field notes;
Aims to understand . docun.\entary
community analysis, open
organisation and .survey responses

action e.g. action
research, critical
discourse analysis




Example of my own research



EdD Research Project - 2009-2013

Theoretical and methodological choices at decision junctures within the research process
(Koro- Ljungberg et al. 2009)

To investigate the significance of gender in physiotherapy students constructions of professional identity and critically examine inequalities of
Purpose Statement gender

1. How do students construct gender identities in physiotherapy?
2.What types of gender discourses are articulated in students experiences of becoming a physiotherapist?
3. What are the implications for representations of gender in physiotherapy education and practice?

Research questions

Critical Theory/ Pedagogy Principles

* people strive to inhabit world (education) full of aymmetries of power (McLaren 2009)
« education is fundamental to democracy (Giroux 2009)

« education should redress inequalities

« education researcher should be active, political and aim to transform practice

Identities are shaped
« in and through discourse (not inside one’s head)
« in a dynamic (not static) process
«in an active process of ‘doing’ (performative)
* by positioning oneself and being positioned by others
(Butler 1999, Foucault 1979, 1980, Gergen 2009)

Population Purposive? Convenience
All physiotherapy students Most significant practice perceive favoritism or tokenism? voluntary sample

Data collection methods Narrative Methods A Biographical Narrative Interview Method
Identities constructed in talk of life experiences (Wengraf 2001, 2008)
(Smith & Sparkes 2008, Clandinin & Connelly 2000) B Audiodiary - solicited recorded diary entries using a digital recording device. Diary
entries are constructed in relation to me as researcher and the imagined audience (Monrouxe

Analvsis method Discourse Analysis Foucauldian approaches - framework for analysis of narrative transcripts and how discourse
y analysis of discourses available to individuals enables an shapes identity (Willig 2001, Kendall & Wickham 1999)

understanding of systems of power which empower or restrict the Critical approaches - Identify social inequalities and obstacles to address them (Fairclough
narrators ways of seeing and being in the world 2010)




Ontology

Research quesjions

¥

methodology

.

Data collection methods

(Hammond 2016, based on Koro-
Ljungberg et al 2009)

Data analysis methods



Exploring purpose Philosophical stance

and questions » Positivist / Post-positive?
* Interpretive?

e Critical?

Central Research Aim

® To explore the significance of gender in physiotiterapy students’ constructions of
professional identity

Research questions
® How do students construct gender identities in physiotherapy?

® \What types of gender discourses are articulated in students’ experiences of becoming a
physiotherapist?

® \What are the implications for representations of gender in physiotherapy education and
practice (in my own setting)?



Paradigms,
Ontology.
Epistemology and

Methodology in
healthcare
education research

Brown & Duenas (2020)

What do we
value?

Axiology

. Reflect on 'what

ought to be' in
an area of
research and

. what drives you

Key

Multiple
paradigms,
denoted by the
icons listed

at the side

@ rositivist
. Post-positivist
. Constructivist

. Critical Theory

What's out

there to know?

Ontology

There is a single
objective reality,
observable through
science

There is a single
objective reality,
only ever known

imperfectly

There are multiple
subjective realities,
each of which is
socially constructed
by and between
individuals

There are multiple
subjective realities,
influenced by power

relations in society

What and how
can we know
about it?

Epistemology

Neutral knowledge
can be obtained
through reliable and
valid measurement
tools

Obtaining
knowledge is
subject to human
error- therefore,
only probable truths
can be established

Knowledge is
subjective and
formed at the
individual level

Knomiedﬂe's

subjective and co-

“constructed

between indivuals

- and groups |

How can we go

about acquiring that What precise
?
knowledge procedures can
we use to acquire it? Which data can
we collect?
® ® o ® @
Methodology Methods Sources
L] ® ® L] © &
Pre-post test,
Tests hypotheses P
exam performance
and controls for A
co:;o::c:er:t:.g. scores on skills
Zurv e : exams, rating
¥ . Measurements, scales
. observations,
structured
] questionnaires and Pre-post test,
Experiments, teniews e e
o rating scales
observational :
: textual data from
studies
survey responses
. Usually qualitative
;nOMid'g‘: creatxiuon Raracoliceton
erougaslz ;:’(;:iezn through use of open
5 2 ended questions,
grounded theory, recording of
phenomenology -
observan.ons / Audio data from
impressions interviews, textual
data from transcribed
audio; field notes;
Aims to understand . docun.\entary
community analysis, open
organisation and .survey responses

action e.g. action
research, critical
discourse analysis




Axiology

. Reflect on 'what

ought to be' in
an area of
research and

. what drives you

Key

Multiple
paradigms,

denoted by the

icons listed

~at A ~iAdAA

Ontology

There is a single
objective reality,
observable through
science

There is a single

objective reality,

only exere™ow
imperfectly

There are multiple
subjective realities,
each of which is
socially constructed
by and between
individuals

Epistemology

Neutral knowledge
can be obtained
through reliable and
valid measurement
tools

Obtaining
knowledge is
subject to human
error- therefore,
only probable truths
can be established

Knowledge is
subjective and
formed at the
individual level

e el S Gl S haasd st - Bloate,

knowledge?

Methodology

Tests hypotheses
and controls for
confounders e.g.
experiments,
surveys

Experiments,
observational
studies

Knowledge creation

through interaction
e.g. case studies,
grounded theory,
phenomenology

vvnat precise
procedures can
we use to acquire it?

Methods

Measurements,
observations,
. structured
questionnaires and
interviews

Usually qualitative
data collection
through use of open
ended questions,
recording of
observations /
impressions

Which data can
we collect?

Sources

Pre-post test,
exam performance
comparisons,
scores on skills
exams, rating
scales

Pre-post test,
exam performance,
rating scales,
textual data from
survey responses

udio data from
interviews, textual
data from transcribed

JEOIESRTY aln Y MR { gl F TV ) i (U e



Ways of knowing
gender identities

e Self identification
® Psycho- analytical

Ch ~ o 28 * Analysing identity in interactions
OIces ® ® social constructivist

e Performative identities
® social constructionist




Ways of knowing
Gender identities

Socilal constructionism

* in and through discourse (not
inside one’s head)

« a dynamic (not static) process
 an active process of ‘doing’
(performative)

e positioning oneself and being
positioned by others

« within systems and structures
(Butler 1999, 2004, Foucault 1979,
1980, Gergen 2009)

Social context / space




Methodological choices

What sort of approach?
« Ethnography?

* Narrative?

* Phenomenology?

* Grounded theory?

What population / sample?



Data Analysis methods
discourse analysis

Why discourse analysis?

. %%?)Iook at language associated with a particular topic (e.g. gender) (willig 2001, Taylor

« Can examine discourses available to people and the ways in which they enable or
constrain actions within systems and structures (Willig 2001, Carabine 2001)

Methods of discourse analysis
e Foucault inspired
e Critical discourse analysis



Exploring purpose Philosophical stance

and questions » Positivist / Post-positive?
* Interpretive?

e Critical?

Central Research Aim

® To explore the significance of gender in physiotiterapy students’ constructions of
professional identity

Research questions
® How do students construct gender identities in physiotherapy?

® \What types of gender discourses are articulated in students’ experiences of becoming a
physiotherapist?

® \What are the implications for representations of gender in physiotherapy education and
practice (in my own setting)?



Axiology

. Reflect on 'what

ought to be' in
an area of
research and

. what drives you

Key

Multiple
paradigms,

denoted by the

icons listed

~at A ~iAdAA

Ontology

There is a single
objective reality,
observable through
science

There is a single

objective reality,

only exere™ow
imperfectly

There are multiple
subjective realities,
each of which is
socially constructed
by and between
individuals

Epistemology

Neutral knowledge
can be obtained
through reliable and
valid measurement
tools

Obtaining
knowledge is
subject to human
error- therefore,
only probable truths
can be established

Knowledge is
subjective and
formed at the
individual level

e el S Gl S haasd st - Bloate,

knowledge?

Methodology

Tests hypotheses
and controls for
confounders e.g.
experiments,
surveys

Experiments,
observational
studies

Knowledge creation

through interaction
e.g. case studies,
grounded theory,
phenomenology

vvnat precise
procedures can
we use to acquire it?

Methods

Measurements,
observations,
. structured
questionnaires and
interviews

Usually qualitative
data collection
through use of open
ended questions,
recording of
observations /
impressions

Which data can
we collect?

Sources

Pre-post test,
exam performance
comparisons,
scores on skills
exams, rating
scales

Pre-post test,
exam performance,
rating scales,
textual data from
survey responses

udio data from
interviews, textual
data from transcribed

JEOIESRTY aln Y MR { gl F TV ) i (U e



Axiology Ontology Epistemology Methodology Methods Sources
@ @ ® @
' Pre-post test,
Reflect on 'what : : Neutral knowledge Tests hypotheses P
: There is a single : exam performance
ought to be' in Shiecive Yenrk can be obtained and controls for (e
an area of J Y, through reliable and confounders e.g. P =
observable through y g scores on skills
research and Slonce valid measurement experiments, exams, rating
i tools surveys ;
. AR L 4 ‘ Measurements, scales
| - observations,
structured
Obtainin questionnaires and %
There is a single s Experiments, interviews Pres post et
biect i knowledge is exam performance,
objective Lea ity, subject to human bsurveys. | rating scales,
oy ew:fr r:own error- therefore, § setr\:?tmna textual data from
imperfectly only probable truths St survey responses
can be established
Key There are multiple Knowtedai Knowledge creation Usdl::ycg:::l;:;t:‘ve
subjective realities, m,) ? Sl through interaction
’ SO subjective and : through use of open
Multiple each of which is SR tudies, enlad dhoctons
: socially constructed Lt grounded theory, : {
para di gms, individual level of
by n phenomenology o
denoted by the individuals aprasions Audio data from
: : interviews, textual
icons “S_ted data from transcribed
at the side audio; field notes;

There are multiple
subjective realities,

influenced by power

relations in society

Knowledge is
subjective and co-
constructed
between indivuals
and groups

Aims to understand
community
organisation and
action e.g. action
research, critical

dicrntirens analhreie

Interviews, focus
groups, open ended
questionnaires,
journals, ideological
review

documentary
analysis, open
survey responses




Ways of knowing
Critical approaches
(Friere 1971, Giroux 2011, McLaren 2009)

1. People strive to make sense and
inhabit a world of asymmetries
of power

2. Democracy is the basis for
addressing these inequalities
and empowering individual
freedoms

3. Public and education settings
are important sites of struggle
to work with citizens (students)
to transform practice



Researchers should
be active, political
and aim to

ransform practice



https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/july-2020/the-evolving-craft-of-political-advertising/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

Feminist / Queer

Critical Emancipatory

approaches

Postmodern / poststructural

Postcolonial




What steps
| took
during the

critical

o Students

e work ‘with’ to redress issues

s Curriculum

® Recognise opportunities to
explore and discuss gender
/power

= Political

® Personal, research and policy




1. In my analysis, made clear my position in relation to
the participants and their narratives

* avoiding truth claims that might lead to symbolic
What steps | avoiding : y
I'ook wh|le * recognise my position and power as researcher /

teacher / white man

2. Kept a consistent stance - eg expressions that |
slipped into such as ‘reveal’ and ‘expose’ indicate a

o _ 0
CI‘I|'ICCI| different theoretical position - eg identities
something can be got at (eg psychological)
resequh 3. Developed an assertive and active ‘voice’ in my
writing ’

* What | am doing and what | aim to do

/
7




Critiques of critical
research approaches

* Is it really empowering? Does it
change lives?

* |s there really such a separation
of paradigms positivism /
iInterpretivism?

 Tension of researcher being
political vs dispassionate.



An

example
since then




Research

Question What attainment inequalities
exist in physiotherapy
education?




Axiology Ontology Epistemology Methodology Methods Sources
@ @ ® @
' Pre-post test,
Reflect on 'what : : Neutral knowledge Tests hypotheses P
: There is a single : exam performance
ought to be' in Shiecive Yenrk can be obtained and controls for (e
an area of J Y, through reliable and confounders e.g. P =
observable through y g scores on skills
research and Slonce valid measurement experiments, exams, rating
i tools surveys ;
. AR L 4 ‘ Measurements, scales
| - observations,
structured
Obtainin questionnaires and %
There is a single s Experiments, interviews Pres post et
biect i knowledge is exam performance,
objective Lea ity, subject to human bsurveys. | rating scales,
oy ew:fr r:own error- therefore, § setr\:?tmna textual data from
imperfectly only probable truths St survey responses
can be established
Key There are multiple Knowtedai Knowledge creation Usdl::ycg:::l;:;t:‘ve
subjective realities, m,) ? Sl through interaction
’ SO subjective and : through use of open
Multiple each of which is SR tudies, enlad dhoctons
: socially constructed Lt grounded theory, : {
para di gms, individual level of
by n phenomenology o
denoted by the individuals aprasions Audio data from
: : interviews, textual
icons “S_ted data from transcribed
at the side audio; field notes;

There are multiple
subjective realities,

influenced by power

relations in society

Knowledge is
subjective and co-
constructed
between indivuals
and groups

Aims to understand
community
organisation and
action e.g. action
research, critical

dicrntirens analhreie

Interviews, focus
groups, open ended
questionnaires,
journals, ideological
review

documentary
analysis, open
survey responses




Methodology Methods

Sources

Axiology Epistemology

.. Reflect on 'what

Ontology

Pre-post test,

Tests hypotheses exam performance

and controls for

There is a single Neutral knowledge

ought to be' in e > can be obtained -

objective reality, : comparisons,

an area of through reliable and confounders e.qg. 2
observable through : : scores on skills
research and : valid measurement experiments, !
science exams, rating
tools surveys
scales

. what drives you

. observations,
structured

_ _ Obtaining ' questionnaires and Pre-post test,
There is a single . Experiments, interviews
e i knowledge is exam performance,
objective Lea ity, subject to human bsurvet)jls, I rating scales,
only i Ll error- therefore, g serva.l ona textual data from
imperfectly studies
only probable truths survey responses

can be established

: Usually qualitative
Key el Knowledge is Snowledge creatlol data'ycgllection
subjective realities, PWEre through interaction
. S subjective and : through use of open
Multi p|e each of which is R e e.g. case studies, ended questions
aradigms Socally bonsticied individual level TR BT o o
P gms, by and between phenomenology ettt
denoted by the individuals rreasibns Audio data from
: : interviews, textual
ICOI’;]S |IS1(Ijed data from transcribed
at the siqe audio; field notes;
o Aims to understand ) documentary
. Positivist There are multiple sumz‘:idvzdag:dif:o- community LBviews: mc:sed analysis, open
subjective realities, ) organisation and groups, opeien SUrVey:1espulises
B Post-positivist influenced by power | constucedl action e.g. action _ Questionnaires,



Methodology

+ methods

Retrospective analysis of all marks
awarded for academic and clinical
assessments across all levels of
study including degree attainment
in relation to multiple socio-
demographic variables

Assessment types categorised into
Observed, Blind timed/ untimed
and Clinical



Assessment

BSc assessment types: Associations with demographic

variable -11.1% (95%CI -13.1 to -9.2)

-7.1% (95%CI -9.7 to -4.5)
; -4.7% (95%CI -7.1 to -2.4)

70 / \
60
50 -
=X
-
5 40
£ B White ethnicity
=
£ B Asian ethnicity
T 30 - .
o " Black ethnicity
o
m Other ethnicity
20 -
10
D 0 -
/ Observed Blind, untimed Blind, timed Clinical
Assessment type

Norris et al (2017)



https://www.physiotherapyjournal.com/article/S0031-9406(17)30095-0/fulltext

Award

Asian ethnicity 3.97* 2.82t05.59

Black ethnicity 3.3482* 2.22t0 5.06

Other ethnicity 2.0269% 1.36t0 3.01

Learning disability 1.2849 0.96t0 1.72

Physical disability 1.1775 0.61to 2.28
Other disability 1.4333 0.56 to 3.67

Access/BTEC entry 5 0466* 1.49 to 2.82

qualification

Degree entry qualification 1.1204 0.82to 1.53

Other/not knwn entry qual 2.4098* 1.53t0 3.79 (2017)

Norris et al



https://www.physiotherapyjournal.com/article/S0031-9406(17)30095-0/fulltext

What are physiotherapy
. student experiences
question from B.A.M.E

backgrounds?

The next




Methodology Methods

Sources

Axiology Epistemology

.. Reflect on 'what

Ontology

Pre-post test,

Tests hypotheses exam performance

and controls for

There is a single Neutral knowledge

ought to be' in e > can be obtained -

objective reality, : comparisons,

an area of through reliable and confounders e.qg. 2
observable through : : scores on skills
research and : valid measurement experiments, !
science exams, rating
tools surveys
scales

. what drives you

. observations,
structured

_ _ Obtaining ' questionnaires and Pre-post test,
There is a single . Experiments, interviews
e i knowledge is exam performance,
objective Lea ity, subject to human bsurvet)jls, I rating scales,
only i Ll error- therefore, g serva.l ona textual data from
imperfectly studies
only probable truths survey responses

can be established

: Usually qualitative
Key el Knowledge is Snowledge creatlol data'ycgllection
subjective realities, PWEre through interaction
. S subjective and : through use of open
Multi p|e each of which is R e e.g. case studies, ended questions
aradigms Socally bonsticied individual level TR BT o o
P gms, by and between phenomenology ettt
denoted by the individuals rreasibns Audio data from
: : interviews, textual
ICOI’;]S |IS1(Ijed data from transcribed
at the siqe audio; field notes;
o Aims to understand ) documentary
. Positivist There are multiple sumz‘:idvzdag:dif:o- community LBviews: mc:sed analysis, open
subjective realities, ) organisation and groups, opeien SUrVey:1espulises
B Post-positivist influenced by power | constucedl action e.g. action _ Questionnaires,



Axiology

ought to be' in

.. Reflect on 'what

an area of

research and

. what drives you

Key

Multiple

paradigms,
denoted by
icons listed
at the side

. Positivist

. Post-positivist

Ontology

There is a single
objective reality,
observable through
science

There is a single

objective reality,

only ever known
imperfectly

Epistemology

Neutral knowledge
can be obtained
through reliable and
valid measurement
tools

Obtaining
knowledge is
subject to human
error- therefore,
only probable truths

There are multiple
subjective realities,
each of which is
socially constructed
by and between
individuals

There are multiple
subjective realities,

influenced by power

relations in society

caT e estabitsiTe t—

Methodology

Tests hypotheses
and controls for
confounders e.g.
experiments,
surveys

Experiments,
surveys,
observational
studies

Knowledge is
subjective and
formed at the
individual level

Knowledge creation

through interaction
e.g. case studies,
grounded theory,
phenomenology

Aims to understand

subjective and co-
constructed

between indivuals
and groups

Methods

‘ Measurements,

. observations,
structured

questionnaires and
interviews

Usually qualitative
data collection
through use of open

ended questions,

recording of
observations /

impressions

| i us

—SonraTITy
organisation and
action e.g. action

research, critical
dicrniirece analucic

groups, open ended

questionnaires,

journals, ideological

review

Sources

Pre-post test,

exam performance

comparisons,
scores on skills
exams, rating
scales

Pre-post test,

exam performance,

rating scales,

textual data from
survey responses

Audio data from

analysis, open

. survey responses



e Phenomenology (Finlay 2011) informed
qualitative study

* Focus on experience as student from
BAME background

+ Methods ¢ w4 el SRR
* [Interviewer - outside host institution
* Topic guide - identity, experiences uni

and placement and results of study
Norris et al 2017

e Analysis -thematic analysis - iterative
process

Methodology




Experiences

B.A.M.E students

-~

Be prepared to \

excel

Regulate
behaviours
Avoiding conflict
Absence of role
models
Adapting

reflective tools
Emotional labo

Personal
strategies and

burden

 Consciousness of\ '

being an outsider
* Profession

defined by white

normative views

Feeling ‘other’ YRERSEISC / \
conversations

the outsider also white middle * Awkward use of
class terminology
« ‘ldeal’ character  Dismissive of |
subject to cultural presence of racism
stereotypes / * Lack of appropriate

e

acknowledgement

‘ / management of
racism in practice

* Micro-aggressions

/

Experience People’s

responses

md

amplifying
difference

Jammond et al (2019)



https://bmcmededuc.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12909-019-1821-6

72 Reflect on your own values /ways of seeing
- (axiology/ontology)

" Work with others and clarify perspectives

Advice for
undertaking

@ Refine your research question(s)? What is it you
are trying to do?

educatlonal =1 Consider theories that might help you
researCh (epistemology)

<2= Justify methodology and methods

. Use these steps for applications for funding and
writing up.




National Association of
NAEP Educators in Practice

Annual Conference: October 12t 2023
Practice Education Enabling Transition
Call for abstracts opens 3" April 2023 E

Apply here:
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https://naep-uk.org/abstract/

Table 1

Series of Decision Junctures: Examples of Theoretical and Methodological Choices That Could Be Associated With Particular Theoretical Perspectives

Thearetical Perspective
Interpretivist Critical Pluralist
Decision Juncture Social Postmodern/
Example Ethnography Constructivism Constructionism Phenomenology Hermeneutics Feminism Critical Theories  Poststructuralism  Postcolonialism  Hybrid Perspectiy
Epistemologies  Objectivism, Subjectivism, Objectivism, Objectivism, Subjectivism, Objectivism, Objectivism, Objectivism, Objectivism, Dependable on th
subjectivism, constructionism, subjectivism, subjectivism, constructionism, subjectivism, subjectivism, subjectivism, subjectivism, epistemologies
constructionism contextualism constructionism, constructionism, contextualism, constructionism, constructionism,  constructionism,  constructionism,  associated with
social idealism, externalism feminist contextualism, relativism, social the combined
epistemology naturalized epistemology feminist skepticism, epistemology positions
epistemology, epistemology pluralism
empiricism
Purpose To describe a ¢ To describe e Todescribe Todescribe the o To understand e Toemancipate = Toproduce a Tadeconstruct @ To address and  To combine variol
statements culture and its individuals’ socially essence of 3 halistically and Women sociopolitical grand narratives rupture (eypistemologic,
various perspectives, constructed view phenomenon cyclically o To investigate critique To address and colonial and theoretical
characternistics experiences, and on the To describe participants’ the inequities * To address re-create practices positionings, e.§
meaning-making phenomenon participants’ life experiences shaping the lives equities in binaries and To produce feminisy
processes e Todescribe worlds * To interpret a of women order to stable more nuanced poststructuralist
¢ To describe socialization, phenomenon promote structures discourses of
individuals” values roles, dialogue, change in the particular
and beliefs and transform- communities historical
ation events

Research
(uestions

How do teachers

and adminis-
trators describe
the current
school culture
at Lincoln High
School?

Table 1 Series of Decision Junctures: Examples of Theoretical and Methodological Choices That Could Be Associated With Particular

How do classroom
teachers describe
their experiences of
professional
development
workshops?

How does
mentor-mentee
dyad describe the
socialization
process that takes
place during the
professional
development
workshop?

Theoretical Perspectives

What Is the

essence ol
professional
socialization (in
the context of
professional
development)?

How do classroom
menlees
understand the
role of
professional
development?

How do current

professional
development
opportunities
perpetuate
relations of
dominance?

How do Black and

White
administrators
describe the
educational and
social elements
that influence
the professional
development of
African
Amencan
teachers?

What
sociopolitical
meanings and
assumptions
are associated
with “being a
good teacher”?
How does the
binary
“successful and
unsuccessful
teacher”
function?

What are existing

forms of
colonization of
primary schools
in Native
American
communities?

Article Copyright © 2009 Authors, Source DOI: 10.3102/0013189X09351980. See content reuse guidelines at: sagepub.com/journals-permissions

How can the body

be used as a site
for learing and
pedagogical
exposure?


https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X09351980
https://sagepub.com/journals-permissions

Table 1

Series of Decision Junctures: Examples of Theoretical and Methodological Choices That Could Be Associated With Particular Theoretical Perspectives

Theoretical Perspective

Interprelivist Critical Pluralist
Dhecision Junchsne Social Pastmodern/
Example Ethnograghy Constructivism Constructionism Phenomenology Hermeneutics Feminism Critical Theories  Poststructuralism Posteolonialism  Hybrid Perspectives
Sampling Closed {within a Homogeneous, Variety of options  Homaogeneous Variety of options  Variety of options  Purposeful Variety of options  Variety of options  Variety of options
strategies culture or purposeful including including including including including including
particular unit) purposeful, purposeful and purpaseful and purposeful and purposeful and purposeful and
homogeneous, maximum homogenous maximum maximum maximum
maximum vanation variation varation variation
variation
Main data Ethnographical Individual interviews,  Group interviews,  Interviews Interviews, archival  Interviews, Interviews, Interviews, Interviews, Interviews,
collection interviews and journals focus groups, materials observation, observations, archival archival observations,
methods observations group reflective reflective materials materials reflective
assignments, journaling journaling journaling,
archival materials archival materials
Analysis method  Domain analysis,  Narrative analysis, Discourse analysis,  Phenomenological  Hermeneutical Narrative analysis,  Narrative analysis,  Archaeology, Narrative analysis,  Archaeology,
content grounded theory, conversation analysis analysis, conversation COnversation genealogy, CONVersation genealogy,
analysis, conversation analysis narrative analysis analysis, analysis, discourse analysis, discourse analysis,
thematic analysis biographies, biographies, analysis, biographies, rhizoanalysis
analysis discourse discourse rhizoanalysis discourse
analysis analysis analysis
Trustworthiness’  Validity (Creswell,  Communicative and ‘alidity as social Validity (Creswell,  Ethical and Ironic, paralogic, falidity as falidity as Crystallization Ironic, paralogic,
validity 2007) pragmatic validity phenomenon 2007; substantive rhizomatic, communication multiple and (Richardson & rhizomatic,
(Rorty, 1979) (Gee, 2005) Polkinghome, validation voluptuous, and reflection perspectival St, Piegre, 2005) voluptuous,
1989} {Angen, 2000) transgressive (Habermas, (Scheurich, transgressive
validity (Lather, 1990) 1996; Lather, validity (Lather,
1993) 1993, 2001) 1993)
Main knowledge  Participant and Participant Group of articipant Participant and Participant and Participant and Participant and Participant and articipants and
producer researcher participants researcher researcher researcher researcher researcher researcher
together
Rale of Level of Detached A group member Detached Interpreter Active, advocate Active, political,  Involved and Involved and Active, political
researcher participation advocate constructive political
varies
Research’s Describe the Describe the practice  Negotiate and Describe the Interpret the Change and Change and Deconstruct and  Change and Change, transiorm,
relation to practice transform the practice practice transform transform rebuild practice transform deconstruct,
practice practice practice practice practice rebuild practice

Note. For definitions see, for example, Audi (1995] and Blaauw and Pritchard (2005}, and for similar conceptualization see Lather (2007). We acknowledge that the theoretical perspectives and (eipistemologies embedded in these perspec-
tives are overlapping and interrelated. These simplified categories and labels are provided for discussion and reflection purposes only.
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